
Wimbledon Community Association (WCA) 
 
Panel Discussion following the WCA AGM on 23 November 2016 at Merton Arts Space on: 
 

What function should community space play in the future of Wimbledon? 
 
David Hall introduced the panel members and apologised for Beau Fadahunsi’s absence. 
 
Panel members:- 
 
Tony Kane (TK) – Founder/Editor-at-Large, Time & Leisure 
Anthony Hopkins (AH) – Head of Library, Heritage & Adult Education Service, Merton Council 
Helen Clark-Bell (HCB) – CEO, Love Wimbledon 
Apologies: Beau Fadahunsi – Head of Development & Funding Advice, MVSC 
  
Chair – David Hall (DH), Chair of Trustees, Wimbledon Community Association 
 
Discussion/Comments as follows: 
 
DH opened by asking what type of community space are we looking for, giving some background 
as to why WCA did not embark on building a new community centre following its closure. 
 
TK offered his congratulations to AH for having the drive and imagination to create the performance 
space, Merton Arts Space, in Wimbledon library. AH confirmed that no library space had been lost as 
a result of the development. All book shelves and tables had been switched to moveable units on 
wheels. 
 
TK suggested that it’s vitally important for residents to have an influence on the future development 
of Wimbledon. He said that if their voice is not heard effectively, the key decisions will be taken by 
developers. He indicated that a local survey had concluded that Wimbledon Town Centre, post 
Crossrail 2, should be developed for the benefit of the residents rather than for business and 
commercial enterprise.  TK added that residents do not want Wimbledon to become a ‘Canary 
Wharf’. 
 
TK felt that residents should insist that there be a performance venue included in future 
development. He said that the successful Wimbledon International Music Festival is currently using 
churches and church halls, which are not necessarily the most comfortable venues. He added that 
we should do better than that, in particular as we are running international music concerts.  TK said 
that, in addition the equally prominent, Wimbledon Bookfest, is largely staged in a tent on the 
Common.  TK felt that this is a short term solution and as a relatively wealthy borough, Merton 
should be able to do better. 
 
DH introduced Sami Dodangeh (SD), who was attending on behalf of Wimbledon International Music 
Festival, in the absence of Anthony Wilkinson.   
 
SD explained the proposal for a 1,200 seat concert hall to be built on the P3 site on what is currently 
a car park next to Morrisons, details of which can be found here: www.wimbledonconcerthall.co.uk/ 
 
AH said that the development of community space should be based on need identified. He added 
that the library engaged with community groups to work out what would be required of the new 
Merton Art Space. AD said that the consultation identified a gap in mid-sized venues, which was very 

http://www.wimbledonconcerthall.co.uk/


constructive in supporting the planning application. He acknowledged the role that Wimblecomm 
can play in publicising all the various venues already available in the borough. 
 
HCB was introduced as the Chief Executive of Love Wimbledon who have recently had their Business 
Improvement District (BID) contract extended for a further five years following a successful ballot.  
HCB said that she is also a resident of 22 years in the borough and that it was important to recognise 
the role business and commercial enterprise play in the town centre’s success.  She warned of 
creating a divide between commerce and  residents.  
 
HCB added that there has to be a harmonious relationship between residents and business in order 
to make the economy tick, as businesses have hundreds of employees that use the town during the 
working week and this must not be underestimated as part of the Wimbledon economy.  Further to 
TK’s comments she stated that there was no intention from any stakeholder of Wimbledon to create 
a ‘Canary Wharf’, furthermore investors and developers could be encouraged by Merton Council to 
facilitate/contribute community space as part of their development. 
 
DH invited questions from the floor: 
 
Elizabeth Bennett (EB) from St Andrew Society said that she thought it a shame that Merton Art 
Space had not incorporated flooring suitable for dancing. In response, AH said that there had been 
limited funds available for the initial design. AH said they had concentrated resources on providing 
staging, sound and light, but new flooring could be an aspiration for the future. AH added that we 
have a starting point from which to develop, and we can seek new funds for further developments. 
 
Val Foskett (VF), from Carlton Theatre Group, pointed out the successful liaison between commerce 
and residents in Wimbledon Park community centre which was built by developers with needs of 
residents in mind, e.g. a new community hall and café as part of a wider development. 
 
John Hayward (JH) from St Mary’s expressed his concern that a new concert hall seating 1,200 would 
not be financially viable without public funding. He felt this could lead to a drain on resources for 
existing venues. In response, SD said that plans were at a very early stage. He said that they are 
trying to gauge local support and would encourage people to express their support to help secure 
funding. Leigh Terrafranca (LT) from WEHRA stated that government funding would be required for 
the build, but once in place it could not be a drain on local funding.  She said it would have to be a 
viable business, maybe supported by founder membership like other music venues in the city.   
 
Gail Moss (GM) (from Wimbledon Choral Society and WISA) said that ticket sales would need to 
cover costs. 
 
TK indicated that the aim is to encourage art and performers into the borough. He said that the arts 
contribute greatly to the economy drawing people into the borough and a better venue will attract 
more performers.  TK added that arts coming to the borough will benefit the entire community and 
it can be a huge contributor rather than a drain on public funds. 
 
HCB supported the idea that we should be encouraging our local arts culture to attract more people. 
She said we are currently exporting our key performers to other parts of the city rather than 
enabling them to perform at their best locally.  HCB also mentioned that a new performance venue 
would need to be opened up to many other groups and should not be a drain on the public purse. 
 



Marion Blue (MB) from LSW YMCA commented on the loss of car parking as a result of building on 
site P3. In response SD stated that current plans would include an equivalent number of parking 
spaces. 
 
LT indicated that we have one of the best public transport connections in the city and that we should 
encourage people to use that rather than adding to the pollution in the borough.  LT added that we 
should promote: first walk, then cycle, then public transport, and finally car at the bottom of the list.  
TK stated that Bookfest operates successfully with no parking created for the event other than that 
for technical staff access. 
 
DH, (speaking as a member of the Carlton Theatre Group), pointed out that there is limited 
performance space for plays. ATG’s New Wimbledon Theatre is a large venue which is not always 
used to full capacity, and their much smaller Studio Theatre seats 60-70. He indicated there could be 
a need for a mid-range affordable, theatre. 
 
VF pointed out that whilst the Studio Theatre works for performances there is no access to the space 
for rehearsal. She added that the former community centre in St Georges Road provided 
performance space and several smaller rooms to give maximum flexibility. VF added that nothing 
quite matches this facility.  
 
AH said that The Attic Theatre Company are staging a play in Merton Arts Space in December. DH 
agreed it was an interesting venue and was keen to see how the space works in practice for such a 
venture. 
 
LT pointed out that many schools have very good theatre performance space that is not used by the 
community in general, when there is no reason why it couldn’t be. 
 
Kathie Arundell (KA), from Carlton Theatre Group, said that they had tried to access these spaces in 
the past, but they were not readily available. Alison Raffan (AR), also of Carlton and the St Andrew 
Society, stated that a venue in Wimbledon is important – local audiences do not want to travel too 
far to see local theatre companies. 
 
DH said that local schools will be encouraged to add their venues onto Wimblecomm. It is important 
to make maximum use of the venues already in existence. 
 
GM said that Wimbledon Choral Society regularly perform outside of the borough, and would love to 
come back to perform locally. 
 
It was noted by several people that small committee rooms are also important.  HCB stated that 
there are venues that already exist with this option – Mansel Road for example. HCB said that it is 
important not to duplicate space before we’ve fully taken advantage of what’s already in place and 
hopefully that is the gap that the Wimblecomm website will fulfill.  LT added that Holy Trinity Church 
(Broadway) has lovely wooden floors for dance groups.  It was suggested that WCA should put 
‘Dance Groups’ as an option on the listings page on Wimblecomm. 
 
DH asked if Crossrail 2 will have an impact on the need for community space.  
 
TK certainly saw this time as an opportunity for residents to give their views. He said if we stay silent 
on this, then we’re handing key decisions to the developers who have a major voice as they have 
‘the money’.  
 



HCB stated that business welcomes Crossrail 2, but not at any cost and residents’ views are also very 
important. She mentioned the Wimbledon Community Forum meeting on 6 December at 7.15pm in 
Mansel Road at which Merton Council will be launching their workshops.  (see link here: 
http://www.merton.gov.uk/community-living/communityforums/wimbledoncommunityforum.htm 
 
TK said that Friends of Wimbledon Town Centre (FWTC) have captured peoples’ views about 
Crossrail 2 in a survey, and also stressed that it was important for residents to attend the next 
Wimbledon Community Forum event on 6 December. The results of the survey will be published in 
Time and Leisure. 
 
TK referred to one of the first FWTC events in January where over 700-800 wanted to attend but 
space was limited.  TK stressed that we have an opportunity now to make our voices heard. 
 
In answer to a question about the impact of the proposed MP boundary split on Crossrail 2, HCB 
stated that it would have limited impact because the project would be managed at Borough level. 
 
DH wondered if there needs to be another survey to capture residents’ views specifically on the 
need for community space development. He stated that WCA has the resources to fund such a 
survey, but needed further input of skills.  He would be willing for the WCA to consider supporting 
such a survey if people with the relevant skills came forward to help design and operate it. 
 
LT said that the Council is running workshops to take all views, and that we should perhaps take note 
of the outcome of these plus the FWTC survey before embarking on further surveys. In response, 
HCB said that the FWTC survey did not take into account of requirements for culture but was more 
about the built environment – what we see rather than how it can be used. 
 
Gay Bennett-Powell (GBP) from FWTC said it was important that any understanding coming from the 
workshops or survey should lead to a modelling exercise – in order to make sure we get the best out 
of the information gained. 
 
Mandy Garnett (MG) from Hillside Church pointed out that churches are sitting on a vastly 
underused stock of fabulous halls. She stressed the need to get the best use out of these venues 
before committing to resources on new ones. In response, DH said that Wimblecomm is trying to 
address this. One of its aims will be to publicise best practice and ideas to make better use of 
existing venues in the borough. 
 
Hillary O’Connor (HO) from Polka Theatre said that they can’t always accommodate projects in their 
theatre and would love to be able to recommend alternative venues in the borough.  
 
MG said that it would be important for Wimblecomm data to be kept up to date, especially with 
calendar availability. DH acknowledged this to be the case, and said that this was one of the aims of 
the site. 
 
DH thanked the panellists and the audience for their contributions and said that a summary of the 
contributions would be distributed and posted on the website in due course. 
  
The meeting closed at 9.05pm 
 
 

http://www.merton.gov.uk/community-living/communityforums/wimbledoncommunityforum.htm

